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Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not
curse.
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Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those
who mourn.
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Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud,

but be willing to associate with people of low
position. Do not be conceited.
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Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do
what is right in the eyes of everyone.
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If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone.
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Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave
room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to
avenge; | will repay,” says the Lord.
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On the contrary:"If your enemy is hungry, feed him;

if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing
this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”
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Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.
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Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities,
for there is no authority except that which God has

established. The authorities that exist have been
established by God.

JHEZ AME HAE=XHES
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Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority
is rebelling against what God has instituted, and
those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.
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For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but
for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free

from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is
right and you will be commended.
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For the one in authority is God’s servant for your
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do
not bear the sword for no reason. They are God's

servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on
the wrongdoer.
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Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities,

not only because of possible punishment but also as
a matter of conscience.
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This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are
God'’s servants, who give their full time to governing.
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Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe

taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect,
then respect; if honor, then honor.
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Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the LORD your
God, for he has given you the autumn rains because
he is faithful. He sends you abundant showers, both
autumn and spring rains, as before.
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The threshing floors will be filled with grain; the vats
will overflow with new wine and oil.
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“I will repay you for the years the locusts have
eaten— the great locust and the young locust, the

other locusts and the locust swarm— my great army
that | sent among you.
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You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you
will praise the name of the LORD your God, who has

worked wonders for you; never again will my people
be shamed.
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Then you will know that | am in Israel, that | am the
LORD your God, and that there is no other; never
again will my people be shamed.

71 204 LH7F LY S= 2HRI0A £0f FEU
L8| XHASO0| Fefl 2= e A0 L8]
520l 22 #0 13| #20l= 0lg2
= 210|H

“And afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on all
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your
old men will dream dreams, your young men will see
visions.
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Even on my servants, both men and women, | will
pour out my Spirit in those days.
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Let no debt remain outstanding, except the
continuing debt to love one another, for whoever
loves others has fulfilled the law.
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The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not
steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other

command there may be, are summed up in this one
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
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Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is
the fulfillment of the law.
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And do this, understanding the present time: The
hour has already come for you to wake up from your

slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than
when we first believed.
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The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let

us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the
armor of light.
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Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in

carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality
and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.
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Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ,

and do not think about how to gratify the desires of
the flesh.
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Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one
another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any

stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother
or sister.
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| am convinced, being fully persuaded in the Lord
Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself. But if anyone

regards something as unclean, then for that person
itis unclean.
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If your brother or sister is distressed because of what

you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by
your eating destroy someone for whom Christ died.
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Therefore do not let what you know is good be
spoken of as evil.
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For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and
drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit,
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because anyone who serves Christ in this way is
pleasing to God and receives human approval.
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Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads
to peace and to mutual edification.
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Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food.

All food is clean, but it is wrong for a person to eat
anything that causes someone else to stumble.
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It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do

anything else that will cause your brother or sister to
fall.
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So whatever you believe about these things keep

between yourself and God. Blessed is the one who
does not condemn himself by what he approves.
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But whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat,

because their eating is not from faith; and everything
that does not come from faith is sin.
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When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that | love
you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
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Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that | love
you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
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The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do
you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked
him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord,
you know all things; you know that | love you.” Jesus
said, “Feed my sheep.
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Very truly | tell you, when you were younger you
dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but
when you are old you will stretch out your hands,
and someone else will dress you and lead you where
you do not want to go.”
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Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which
Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow
me!”

MzZ=2ar



SAEROUN QT

Ol=11

GS K23}

=£151-6

f:t|-3| S| oFst X}
XP7I1E 7188 SHX| Ot

We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of
the weak and not to please ourselves.
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Each of us should please our neighbors for their
good, to build them up.
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For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is

written: “The insults of those who insult you have
fallen on me.”
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For everything that was written in the past was
written to teach us, so that through the endurance

taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement
they provide we might have hope.
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May the God who gives endurance and

encouragement give you the same attitude of mind
toward each other that Christ Jesus had,
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so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

MzZ=2ar

- SA(MEDITATION)
2= =Z20M
LHA| 718 of=h2 22 FAULII?

+« M2 (APPLICATION)
59| 2ES J|EZ siM 0L
ALOIOIZICHT ZEHSIAILITIE?



SAEROUN QT

INES

=157-13

7

= 1={e) (=,

J22 J2| AN 22|1E 20} St
H &S S2lalat 20| T M2 Brogt
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted
you, in order to bring praise to God.
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For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the

Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises
made to the patriarchs might be confirmed
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and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God
for his mercy. As it is written:"Therefore | will praise

you among the Gentiles; | will sing the praises of
your name.”
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Again, it says,”Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”
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And again,”Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the
peoples extol him.”
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And again, Isaiah says,"The Root of Jesse will spring

up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; in him
the Gentiles will hope.”
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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace

as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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| myself am convinced, my brothers and sisters,

that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with
knowledge and competent to instruct one another.
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Yet | have written you quite boldly on some points

to remind you of them again, because of the grace
God gave me
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to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He
gave me the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel
of God, so that the Gentiles might become an

offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy
Spirit.
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Therefore | glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God.
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I will not venture to speak of anything except what
Christ has accomplished through me in leading

the Gentiles to obey God by what | have said and
done—
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by the power of signs and wonders, through the
power of the Spirit of God. So from Jerusalem all the

way around to lllyricum, | have fully proclaimed the
gospel of Christ.

I LH7E J2|AES| OIS FEE X0l=
532 Mot Z71E &L Ol= 2l
E{ 2l0il Z1=5tX| OtL|5t2q &0t

It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel

where Christ was not known, so that | would not be
building on someone else’s foundation.
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Rather, as it is written:"Those who were not told
about him will see, and those who have not heard
will understand.”
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Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, who were in distress. In the past he humbled the

land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the

Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—
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The people walking in darkness have seen a great

a

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a

light has dawned.
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"""""""""""""" You have enlarged the nation and increased their

joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at
the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the
plunder.
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For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have

——————————————————————— shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across

their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.
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Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every
garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning,
will be fuel for the fire.
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.
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Of the greatness of his government and peace there
will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and
over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness from that time on
and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will
accomplish this.
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This is why | have often been hindered from coming
toyou.
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But now that there is no more place for me to work
in these regions, and since | have been longing for
many years to visit you,
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| plan to do so when | go to Spain. | hope to see you
while passing through and to have you assist me on
my journey there, after | have enjoyed your company
fora while.
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Now, however, | am on my way to Jerusalem in the
service of the Lord’s people there.
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For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a

contribution for the poor among the Lord’s people
in Jerusalem.
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They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it
to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews’
spiritual blessings, they owe it to the Jews to share
with them their material blessings.
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So after | have completed this task and have made

sure that they have received this contribution, | will
go to Spain and visit you on the way.
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| know that when | come to you, | will come in the
full measure of the blessing of Christ.
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The Israelites said to Gideon, “Rule over us—you,

your son and your grandson—because you have
saved us from the hand of Midian.”
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But Gideon told them, “I will not rule over you, nor
will my son rule over you. The LORD will rule over

you.”
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And he said, “I do have one request, that each of you
give me an earring from your share of the plunder.”
(It was the custom of the Ishmaelites to wear gold
earrings.)
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They answered, “We'll be glad to give them.” So they
spread out a garment, and each of them threw a ring
from his plunder onto it.
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The weight of the gold rings he asked for came
to seventeen hundred shekels, not counting the
ornaments, the pendants and the purple garments
worn by the kings of Midian or the chains that were
on their camels’ necks.
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Gideon made the gold into an ephod, which he
placed in Ophrah, his town. All Israel prostituted
themselves by worshiping it there, and it became a
snare to Gideon and his family.
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Thus Midian was subdued before the Israelites and

did not raise its head again. During Gideon'’s lifetime,
the land had peace forty years.
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Jerub-Baal son of Joash went back home to live.
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He had seventy sons of his own, for he had many
wives.
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His concubine, who lived in Shechem, also bore him
a son, whom he named Abimelek.
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Gideon son of Joash died at a good old age and was
buried in the tomb of his father Joash in Ophrah of
the Abiezrites.
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No sooner had Gideon died than the Israelites again
prostituted themselves to the Baals. They set up

Baal-Berith as their god
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and did not remember the LORD their God, who had
rescued them from the hands of all their enemies on

every side.
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They also failed to show any loyalty to the family of
Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) in spite of all the good
things he had done for them.
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Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings,
who cannot save.

19| 50| Z20{X[H S22 SO0t 1
=0l 12| 42t0| AZ5I2|=Ct

When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;
on that very day their plans come to nothing.
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Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God.
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He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and
everything in them— he remains faithful forever.
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He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives
food to the hungry. The LORD sets prisoners free,
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the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up

those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the
righteous.
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The LORD watches over the foreigner and sustains
the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the
ways of the wicked.
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The LORD reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all
generations.Praise the LORD.
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| urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus

Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my
struggle by praying to God for me.
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Pray that | may be kept safe from the unbelievers in
Judea and that the contribution | take to Jerusalem

may be favorably received by the Lord’s people
there,
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so that | may come to you with joy, by God'’s will, and
in your company be refreshed.
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The God of peace be with you all. Amen.
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I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the
churchin Cenchreae.
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| ask you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy
of his people and to give her any help she may need

from you, for she has been the benefactor of many
people, including me.
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Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ
Jesus.
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They risked their lives for me. Not only | but all the
churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.
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Greet also the church that meets at their house.

Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the first
convert to Christ in the province of Asia.
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Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you.
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Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Jews who
have been in prison with me. They are outstanding

among the apostles, and they were in Christ before |
was.
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Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord.
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Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in Christ, and my dear
friend Stachys.
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Greet Apelles, whose fidelity to Christ has stood the
test. Greet those who belong to the household of
Aristobulus.
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Greet Herodion, my fellow Jew. Greet those in the
household of Narcissus who are in the Lord.
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Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those women who
work hard in the Lord. Greet my dear friend Persis,

another woman who has worked very hard in the
Lord.
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Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who
has been a mother to me, too.
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Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas,

Hermas and the other brothers and sisters with
them.
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Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and

Olympas and all the Lord’s people who are with
them.
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Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches
of Christ send greetings.
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For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but

their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they
deceive the minds of naive people.
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The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your
feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.
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Timothy, my co-worker, sends his greetings to you,
as do Lucius, Jason and Sosipater, my fellow Jews.
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|, Tertius, who wrote down this letter, greet you in
the Lord.
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Gaius, whose hospitality | and the whole church
here enjoy, sends you his greetings. Erastus, who is

the city’s director of public works, and our brother
Quartus send you their greetings.
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Now to him who is able to establish you in
accordance with my gospel, the message | proclaim

about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of
the mystery hidden for long ages past,
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but now revealed and made known through the
prophetic writings by the command of the eternal

God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the
obedience that comes from faith—
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to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus
Christ! Amen.
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Abimelek son of Jerub-Baal went to his mother’s

brothers in Shechem and said to them and to all his
mother’s clan,
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“Ask all the citizens of Shechem, ‘Which is better for
you: to have all seventy of Jerub-Baal’s sons rule over

you, or just one man?’ Remember, | am your flesh
and blood.”
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When the brothers repeated all this to the citizens of

Shechem, they were inclined to follow Abimelek, for
they said, “He is related to us.”
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They gave him seventy shekels of silver from the
temple of Baal-Berith, and Abimelek used it to hire
reckless scoundrels, who became his followers.
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He went to his father’s home in Ophrah and on one
stone murdered his seventy brothers, the sons of
Jerub-Baal. But Jotham, the youngest son of Jerub-
Baal, escaped by hiding.
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Then all the citizens of Shechem and Beth Millo

gathered beside the great tree at the pillar in
Shechem to crown Abimelek king.
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When Jotham was told about this, he climbed up
on the top of Mount Gerizim and shouted to them,

“Listen to me, citizens of Shechem, so that God may
listen to you.
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One day the trees went out to anoint a king for
themselves. They said to the olive tree, ‘Be our king.
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“But the olive tree answered, ‘Should | give up my

oil, by which both gods and humans are honored, to
hold sway over the trees?’
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“Next, the trees said to the fig tree, ‘Come and be our
king.’
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“But the fig tree replied, ‘Should | give up my fruit, so
good and sweet, to hold sway over the trees?’
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“Then the trees said to the vine, ‘Come and be our
king.’
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“But the vine answered, ‘Should | give up my wine,
which cheers both gods and humans, to hold sway
over the trees?’
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“Finally all the trees said to the thornbush, ‘Come
and be our king/
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“The thornbush said to the trees, ‘If you really want
to anoint me king over you, come and take refuge

in my shade; but if not, then let fire come out of the
thornbush and consume the cedars of Lebanon!’
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“Have you acted honorably and in good faith by
making Abimelek king? Have you been fair to Jerub-
Baal and his family? Have you treated him as he
deserves?
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Remember that my father fought for you and risked
his life to rescue you from the hand of Midian.
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But today you have revolted against my father’s
family. You have murdered his seventy sons on a
single stone and have made Abimelek, the son of

his female slave, king over the citizens of Shechem
because he is related to you.
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So have you acted honorably and in good faith
toward Jerub-Baal and his family today? If you have,
may Abimelek be your joy, and may you be his, too!
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But if you have not, let fire come out from Abimelek
and consume you, the citizens of Shechem and Beth
Millo, and let fire come out from you, the citizens of
Shechem and Beth Millo, and consume Abimelek!”

SE0| 12| Xl OHHI22! oM =25t
Of LA EEZ Tt A0 HZF=SHLIEE

Then Jotham fled, escaping to Beer, and he lived
there because he was afraid of his brother Abimelek.
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| will sing for the one | love a song about his vineyard:
My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.
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He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it
with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it

and cut out a winepress as well. Then he looked for a
crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.

Of| F&r =2t ]LCFAFRESO0L F5HeL O]
Ml Lok LH =2 AFOI0IM A2l ErERSH
2t

“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of
Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.
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What more could have been done for my vineyard

than | have done for it? When | looked for good
grapes, why did it yield only bad?
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Now | will tell you what | am going to do to my
vineyard: | will take away its hedge, and it will be

destroyed; | will break down its wall, and it will be
trampled.
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I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor

cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. |
will command the clouds not to rain on it.”
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The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the nation
of Israel, and the people of Judah are the vines he
delighted in. And he looked for justice, but saw

bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of
distress.
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After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD,
the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide:
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“Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all
these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River
into the land | am about to give to them—to the
Israelites.
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I will give you every place where you set your foot, as
| promised Moses.
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Your territory will extend from the desert to
Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—

all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in
the west.
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No one will be able to stand against you all the days

of your life. As | was with Moses, so | will be with you;
I will never leave you nor forsake you.
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Be strong and courageous, because you will lead

these people to inherit the land | swore to their
ancestors to give them.
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“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey
all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn

from it to the right or to the left, that you may be
successful wherever you go.
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Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips;
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be
careful to do everything written in it. Then you will
be prosperous and successful.
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Have | not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be

discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you
wherever you go.”
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So Joshua ordered the officers of the people:
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“Go through the camp and tell the people, ‘Get your
provisions ready. Three days from now you will cross

the Jordan here to go in and take possession of the
land the LORD your God is giving you for your own.”
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But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe
of Manasseh, Joshua said,
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“Remember the command that Moses the servant

of the LORD gave you after he said, ‘The LORD your
God will give you rest by giving you this land.
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Your wives, your children and your livestock may
stay in the land that Moses gave you east of the
Jordan, but all your fighting men, ready for battle,

must cross over ahead of your fellow Israelites. You
are to help them
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until the LORD gives them rest, as he has done for
you, and until they too have taken possession of the
land the LORD your God is giving them. After that,
you may go back and occupy your own land, which

Moses the servant of the LORD gave you east of the
Jordan toward the sunrise.”
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Then they answered Joshua, “Whatever you have
commanded us we will do, and wherever you send
us we will go.
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Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will obey you.

Only may the LORD your God be with you as he was
with Moses.
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Whoever rebels against your word and does not
obey it, whatever you may command them, will be
put to death. Only be strong and courageous!”
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Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set

out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where they
camped before crossing over.
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After three days the officers went throughout the
camp,
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giving orders to the people: “When you see the
ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the

Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out from
your positions and follow it.
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Then you will know which way to go, since you have
never been this way before. But keep a distance of

about two thousand cubits between you and the
ark; do not go near it.”
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Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for

tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among
you.”
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Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the

covenant and pass on ahead of the people.” So they
took it up and went ahead of them.
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And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today | will begin to

exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know
that | am with you as | was with Moses.
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Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant:

‘When you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go
and stand in the river.”
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After Abimelek had governed Israel three years,
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God stirred up animosity between Abimelek and the
citizens of Shechem so that they acted treacherously
against Abimelek.
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God did this in order that the crime against Jerub-
Baal’s seventy sons, the shedding of their blood,
might be avenged on their brother Abimelek and
on the citizens of Shechem, who had helped him
murder his brothers.
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In opposition to him these citizens of Shechem set
men on the hilltops to ambush and rob everyone
who passed by, and this was reported to Abimelek.
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Now Gaal son of Ebed moved with his clan into
Shechem, and its citizens put their confidence in
him.
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After they had gone out into the fields and gathered
the grapes and trodden them, they held a festival in
the temple of their god. While they were eating and
drinking, they cursed Abimelek.
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Then Gaal son of Ebed said, “Who is Abimelek, and
why should we Shechemites be subject to him?
Isn't he Jerub-Baal’s son, and isn't Zebul his deputy?

Serve the family of Hamor, Shechem'’s father! Why
should we serve Abimelek?
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If only this people were under my command! Then
I would get rid of him. | would say to Abimelek, ‘Call
out your whole army!"”
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When Zebul the governor of the city heard what
Gaal son of Ebed said, he was very angry.
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Under cover he sent messengers to Abimelek,

saying, “Gaal son of Ebed and his clan have come to
Shechem and are stirring up the city against you.
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Now then, during the night you and your men
should come and lie in wait in the fields.
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In the morning at sunrise, advance against the city.

When Gaal and his men come out against you, seize
the opportunity to attack them.”
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So Abimelek and all his troops set out by night and

took up concealed positions near Shechem in four
companies.
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Now Gaal son of Ebed had gone out and was
standing at the entrance of the city gate just as

Abimelek and his troops came out from their hiding
place.
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When Gaal saw them, he said to Zebul, “Look, people
are coming down from the tops of the mountains!”

Zebul replied, “You mistake the shadows of the
mountains for men.”
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But Gaal spoke up again: “Look, people are coming

down from the central hill, and a company is coming
from the direction of the diviners' tree.”
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Then Zebul said to him, “Where is your big talk now,
you who said, ‘Who is Abimelek that we should be
subject to him?’ Aren't these the men you ridiculed?
Go out and fight them!”
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So Gaal led out the citizens of Shechem and fought
Abimelek.
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Abimelek chased him all the way to the entrance of
the gate, and many were killed as they fled.
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Then Abimelek stayed in Arumah, and Zebul drove
Gaal and his clan out of Shechem.
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The next day the people of Shechem went out to the
fields, and this was reported to Abimelek.

OfHIZ210| X}7| MdS Ml F2I= L0
20| DAL #HE0] oM L= A
S B3 2olLt OSS K=

So he took his men, divided them into three
companies and set an ambush in the fields. When
he saw the people coming out of the city, he rose to
attack them.
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Abimelek and the companies with him rushed
forward to a position at the entrance of the city gate.

Then two companies attacked those in the fields
and struck them down.
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All that day Abimelek pressed his attack against the
city until he had captured it and killed its people.
Then he destroyed the city and scattered salt over it.
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On hearing this, the citizens in the tower of Shechem
went into the stronghold of the temple of El-Berith.
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When Abimelek heard that they had assembled
there,
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he and all his men went up Mount Zalmon. He took
an ax and cut off some branches, which he lifted to

his shoulders. He ordered the men with him, “Quick!
Do what you have seen me do!”
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So all the men cut branches and followed Abimelek.
They piled them against the stronghold and set it on
fire with the people still inside. So all the people in
the tower of Shechem, about a thousand men and
women, also died.
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Next Abimelek went to Thebez and besieged it and
captured it.
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Inside the city, however, was a strong tower, to
which all the men and women—all the people of
the city—had fled. They had locked themselves in
and climbed up on the tower roof.
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Abimelek went to the tower and attacked it. But as
he approached the entrance to the tower to set it on
fire,
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a woman dropped an upper millstone on his head
and cracked his skull.
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Hurriedly he called to his armor-bearer, “Draw your
sword and kill me, so that they can’t say, ‘A woman
killed him.” So his servant ran him through, and he
died.
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When the Israelites saw that Abimelek was dead,
they went home.
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Thus God repaid the wickedness that Abimelek

had done to his father by murdering his seventy
brothers.

IC N2 AIRHSO| BE oFsHE siLLIol O
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God also made the people of Shechem pay for all
their wickedness. The curse of Jotham son of Jerub-
Baal came on them.
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