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In all Israel there was not a man so highly praised for his

handsome appearance as Absalom. From the top of his head to
the sole of his foot there was no blemish in him.

19| H2|Eo| FAHREE HEDICH 74} 12| I
2| 22 7S Mol 2XS o2 19| M2|Eo| &
S| == 0] M[ZOIAUZE

Whenever he cut the hair of his head—he used to cut his hair
once a year because it became too heavy for him—he would

weigh it, and its weight was two hundred shekels by the royal
standard.

[&451 15:1-6]

1

1 0]l eaHE0| X7 |1E flst0] BAH =S EH|st
1 SE @& HE 1 20| MILIE

In the course of time, Absalom provided himself with a chariot
and horses and with fifty men to run ahead of him.
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He would get up early and stand by the side of the road leading
to the city gate. Whenever anyone came with a complaint to be
placed before the king for a decision, Absalom would call out to

him, “What town are you from?” He would answer, “Your servant
is from one of the tribes of Israel.”
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Then Absalom would say to him, “Look, your claims are

valid and proper, but there is no representative of the king
to hear you.”
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And Absalom would add, “If only | were appointed judge
in the land! Then everyone who has a complaint or case

could come to me and | would see that they receive
justice.”
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Also, whenever anyone approached him to bow down

before him, Absalom would reach out his hand, take hold
of him and kiss him.
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Absalom behaved in this way toward all the Israelites who

came to the king asking for justice, and so he stole the
hearts of the people of Israel.
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They took Absalom, threw him into a big pit in the forest and
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piled up a large heap of rocks over him. Meanwhile, all the 71 H|AO| 2o =2 MZ10| /L O|MITNHK| JHE
Israelites fled to their homes. orA=2 0| J|EH|2} L&A}

During his lifetime Absalom had taken a pillar and erected

it in the King’s Valley as a monument to himself, for he

thought, “I have no son to carry on the memory of my
name.” He named the pillar after himself, and it is called
Absalom’s Monument to this day.
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If a man takes a wife and, after sleeping with her, dislikes her
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and slanders her and gives her a bad name, saying, “I married

this woman, but when | approached her, | did not find proof of
her virginity,”
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then the young woman'’s father and mother shall bring to the
town elders at the gate proof that she was a virgin.
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Her father will say to the elders, “I gave my daughter in
marriage to this man, but he dislikes her.
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Now he has slandered her and said, ‘'l did not find your
daughter to be a virgin. But here is the proof of my daughter’s
virginity.” Then her parents shall display the cloth before the
elders of the town,

a

and
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he elders shall take the man and punish him.
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They shall fine him a hundred shekels of silver and give
them to the young woman'’s father, because this man has

given an Israelite virgin a bad name. She shall continue to
be his wife; he must not divorce her as long as he lives.
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If, however, the charge is true and no proof of the young
woman's virginity can be found,
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she shall be brought to the door of her father’s house
and there the men of her town shall stone her to death.
She has done an outrageous thing in Israel by being
promiscuous while still in her father’s house. You must
purge the evil from among you.
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If a man is found sleeping with another man’s wife, both

the man who slept with her and the woman must die. You
must purge the evil from Israel.
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When you are encamped against your enemies, keep away
from everything impure.
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If one of your men is unclean because of a nocturnal emission,
he is to go outside the camp and stay there.
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But as evening approaches he is to wash himself, and at sunset
he may return to the camp.
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Designate a place outside the camp where you can go to
relieve yourself.
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As part of your equipment have something to dig with,
and when you relieve yourself, dig a hole and cover up
your excrement.
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For the LORD your God moves about in your camp to
protect you and to deliver your enemies to you. Your
camp must be holy, so that he will not see among you
anything indecent and turn away from you.
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If a slave has taken refuge with you, do not hand them over to
their master.
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Let them live among you wherever they like and in whatever
town they choose. Do not oppress them.
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No Israelite man or woman is to become a shrine prostitute.
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You must not bring the earnings of a female prostitute or of a

male prostitute into the house of the LORD your God to pay
any vow, because the LORD your God detests them both.
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Do not charge a fellow Israelite interest, whether on
money or food or anything else that may earn interest.
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You may charge a foreigner interest, but not a fellow
Israelite, so that the LORD your God may bless you in
everything you put your hand to in the land you are
entering to possess.
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If you make a vow to the LORD your God, do not be slow to pay

it, for the LORD your God will certainly demand it of you and
you will be guilty of sin.
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But if you refrain from making a vow, you will not be guilty.
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Whatever your lips utter you must be sure to do, because you

made your vow freely to the LORD your God with your own

mouth.
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If you enter your neighbor’s vineyard, you may eat all the

grapes you want, but do not put any in your basket.
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If you enter your neighbor’s grainfield, you may pick

kernels with your hands, but you must not put a sickle to
their standing grain. -« M2(APPLICATION)
QSO HES J|Z= SlA OfEA

ZI0[ORICH Y ZESHALIIF?
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If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him SHX| 2FXIL2t

because he finds something indecent about her, and he writes
her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from
his house,

then her first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed
to marry her again after she has been defiled. That would
be detestable in the eyes of the LORD. Do not bring sin
upon the land the LORD your God is giving you as an

inheritance.
2 OXb= 29| oM LE7EM CHE AFEHS| OFLHt
L2t
and if after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of 5 ARZO| M=Z0| OLLHE O[5 QH 15 FLH=
another man, LHELHX] & Z0|R OFF Z2E J0|AH &I|X|
at 20| %,-_ ol 1y =ot o;fop." 0| 9o "+ H&(APPLICATION)
SA e s s or Q50| AR X i 0L
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If a man has recently married, he must not be sent to war
or have any other duty laid on him. For one year he is to
be free to stay at home and bring happiness to the wife he
has married.
3 19l =m HHE JE 0I5t Ol= SME MM 1

o| &0 =1 35 Xp7| FoIM LHEHAHLE EE= O E
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and her second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate

of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, or if he
dies,
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Now Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith, put himself forward

and said, “l will be king.” So he got chariots and horses ready,
with fifty men to run ahead of him.

T QHAE 20| Efolt XiR 82Ut A5l E48
Xf2t 32| OIEXI7t L7} OfI510] 2| SHt=Lin 3t
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(His father had never rebuked him by asking, “Why do you
behave as you do?” He was also very handsome and was born
next after Absalom.)

OtL[OF7t A20f2| OFF 220t MIAME! OFH[OHE 2}
Qo5 OEo| 21 £2Lt

Adonijah conferred with Joab son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar
the priest, and they gave him their support.

HMIAFE Ab=2f O{=0LCo| OFS HLIoFR MX[XF L
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But Zadok the priest, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, Nathan the
prophet, Shimei and Rei and David’s special guard did not join
Adonijah.
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Adonijah then sacrificed sheep, cattle and fattened calves at the

Stone of Zoheleth near En Rogel. He invited all his brothers, the
king’s sons, and all the royal officials of Judah,

MX|XF LEEHE 2LIOFRE SAFSHH XD | S
HSIX| OISR}
but he did not invite Nathan the prophet or Benaiah or the
special guard or his brother Solomon.
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While she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the
prophet arrived.
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17| QULIOICE St 17} & 201l SOI9fM E=
S Toj| CH &TH Hst

And the king was told, “Nathan the prophet is here.” So

he went before the king and bowed with his face to the
ground.

O[=E| Li 3= &THIM O[=ZAIV|E OFLIOP} LIS
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Nathan said, “Have you, my lord the king, declared that
Adonijah shall be king after you, and that he will sit on
your throne?

7t @5 LH2THA 49 A SO0IX|2L ¥S
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Today he has gone down and sacrificed great numbers of
cattle, fattened calves, and sheep. He has invited all the
king's sons, the commanders of the army and Abiathar the

priest. Right now they are eating and drinking with him
and saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’
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But me your servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah son of
Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon he did not invite.
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Is this something my lord the king has done without letting his

servants know who should sit on the throne of my lord the king
after him?”

Ctl 20| AHst0] O|=&| BEMIHIE LH @i = R=et
St0f 27t &2l 2ro =2 S0{7t 1 o0l M=X|2t

Then King David said, “Call in Bathsheba.” So she came into the
king’s presence and stood before him.

29 0| O|=K| Li MHS 2= shHol|l M stal of
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The king then took an oath: “As surely as the LORD lives,
who has delivered me out of every trouble,

30 LH7Z} O| 0| O|A2tUO| SHFE KIS 2HE TH2|AH
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Al L+Z 0]0] &0 £ 17 LHS CHAISHO LH 2o
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| will surely carry out this very day what | swore to you by

the LORD, the God of Israel: Solomon your son shall be
king after me, and he will sit on my throne in my place.”

31 HINHIZH =22 Tojl O &SI LY =il &
2 BH|~E SHE AN stLi2t
Then Bathsheba bowed down with her face to the ground,

prostrating herself before the king, and said, “May my lord
King David live forever!”
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Do not deprive the foreigner or the fatherless of justice, or take
the cloak of the widow as a pledge.

H= Ol=Z0llM & EIUE 21t | St IS 2PHIM
HE H7IM £2¥6tdl DS J[Yst2 01222 L7t
LIl O] LS &st2t HHot et

Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the LORD your

God redeemed you from there. That is why | command you to
do this.
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When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf,
do not go back to get it. Leave it for the foreigner, the fatherless

and the widow, so that the LORD your God may bless you in all
the work of your hands.
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When you beat the olives from your trees, do not go over

the branches a second time. Leave what remains for the
foreigner, the fatherless and the widow.

L7t EERlo| TES © S0 O e 2t
Al IR 271 243} 7019t IR QI5H0] HASY
When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go

over the vines again. Leave what remains for the foreigner,
the fatherless and the widow.
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Remember that you were slaves in Egypt. That is why |
command you to do this.

« « 2AMEDITATION)
Qs =E0IM
LA 712 pEe 22 FAULI?

=

«+« M2(APPLICATION)
Q0| IMS J X2 sl A OLHA|
AOLORAICH ] ZTSHALIT?

33



SiLiLlo| uiMdoZ MOZHH= ZH [AET|]

SAEROUN QT
O o I." 0," OF2:0| W HZS QO IOl 22101 J|=9]
_|.__I. g D-19) "B Il OIF A= OHLFE"
[Heto|=22 ol 2 of3 9l Llek 18 SRt 7} ol 24T
U] 242 1l o] LIEhHAIR] U] 2ohE AlQ.0f 4l o] pale|2rt
=18 4125:5-10 (] 37:5-6)
5 ANISO0[ & Ak=Hl O & sttt =11 0FS0| 8t 8 JHg A=S2 I8 S 2E A0|H 1 g(MEDWAmN)
HE 3 2 K| OHH= LEZEM EFIOHA] MK TEX] 7ho|o] Hgt k= &SIE ot 1 oXtE = S 22004
2 A0|R 19| HHe| Xt J0AIZ EO17M1 a 0[517|Z &5HX OtL|otr2t 5HH L7 7Ha et 2 *%8 2oLt
E 5':"0|3l‘01 0|.|_H§ *.:.FOI' 20| I—I-u=|0| oix-” o 0| Then the elders of his town shall summon him and talk to
SI0||| CF 84 20|Q him. If he persists in saying, “ do not want to marry her,”
If brothers are living together and one of them dies without
a son, his widow must not marry outside the family. Her
husband’s brother shall take her and marry her and fulfill the
duty of a brother-in-law to her.
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ZojL2t his brother’s widow shall go up to him in the presence of
The first son she bears shall carry on the name of the dead the ?Ide.rs., take O_ff one of his sandals, spit i,n his facg and
brother so that his name will not be blotted out from Israel. s§y, This is What,'s d.one to the man who will not build up « « M2(APPLICATION)
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However, if a man does not want to marry his brother’s
wife, she shall go to the elders at the town gate and say, “My

husband'’s brother refuses to carry on his brother’s name in
Israel. He will not fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to me.”

34
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That man’s line shall be known in Israel as The Family of
the Unsandaled.
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Do not have two differing weights in your bag—one heavy, PHM YA A= Toj| A | o 22|12} LHA| 7HEt oizte g *%8 SOl |71?
one light. You must have accurate and honest weights and
measures, so that you may live long in the land the LORD
your God is giving you.
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Do not have two differing measures in your house—one large, qu the LORD your God deftests anyone who does these «++ M2(APPLICATION)
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When the LORD your God gives you rest from all the
enemies around you in the land he is giving you to

possess as an inheritance, you shall blot out the name of
Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget!
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When you were weary and worn out, they met you on your AOIOBICHT ZEHSHAL e
journey and attacked all who were lagging behind; they had
no fear of God.
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After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said
to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide:
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“Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people,

get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land | am about to
give to them—to the Israelites.

L7t MOl 25 HiQE 200] LS| —HISCOZ Bi=
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I will give you every place where you set your foot, as | promised
Moses.

= 20kt 0| 2HH=0IMRE 2 Z 2 FEEHH 27t
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Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from

the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the
Mediterranean Sea in the west.
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No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life.

As | was with Moses, so | will be with you; | will never leave you
nor forsake you.

Zstal "Histet He LH7F 252 ZE0HH HAMIsH
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Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to
inherit the land | swore to their ancestors to give them.
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“Now then, just as the LORD promised, he has kept me
alive for forty-five years since the time he said this to

Moses, while Israel moved about in the wilderness. So
here | am today, eighty-five years old!
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| am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I'm
just as vigorous to go out to battle now as | was then.
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Now give me this hill country that the LORD promised me
that day. You yourself heard then that the Anakites were

there and their cities were large and fortified, but, the
LORD helping me, | will drive them out just as he said.”
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Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave
him Hebron as his inheritance.
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So Hebron has belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh the

Kenizzite ever since, because he followed the LORD, the
God of Israel, wholeheartedly.

41




42

y— SiLiLIS] MHOT MORICHE 2 [H127]]
SAEROUN QT
| ==
(] =)
| m—y — |
29y 0114:20-24

20 C{=22H|A| OIZAIE| LH7} | ZTHZ AtSHcEf

21

22

The LORD replied, “I have forgiven them, as you asked.

J2LE T2 LI &0 QliE At o{=2ke| S&0|
2 MIAH«0| SEFe A= 510 YAISHCL

Nevertheless, as surely as | live and as surely as the glory of the
LORD fills the whole earth,
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not one of those who saw my glory and the signs | performed in

Egypt and in the wilderness but who disobeyed me and tested
me ten times—
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not one of them will ever see the land | promised on

oath to their ancestors. No one who has treated me with
contempt will ever see it.
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But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and

follows me wholeheartedly, | will bring him into the land
he went to, and his descendants will inherit it.
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Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.
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Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above
yourselves.
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Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving
the Lord.
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Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
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Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice
hospitality.
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Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.
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Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who
mourn.
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Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but

be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not
be conceited.
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Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is
right in the eyes of everyone.

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone.
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My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in This will bring health to your body and nourishment to LHA| 7t2t etet2 g *%8 ARALF?
your heart, your bones.
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for they will prolong your life many years and bring you peace 9 Ul xi=at 4l AMEL| XF 22 SH= 0=
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Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits ofall -~
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Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them aroundyour
neck, write them on the tablet ofyourheart.
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. . will brim over with new wine.
Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and -« M2(APPLICATION)
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Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own s ol g oo
understanding; My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline, and do not
resenthisrebuke,
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Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.

because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father
the son he delights in.
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When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your
produce in the third year, the year of the tithe, you shall give
it to the Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, so
that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied.
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Then say to the LORD your God: “I have removed from my
house the sacred portion and have given it to the Levite, the
foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, according to all you
commanded. | have not turned aside from your commands nor
have | forgotten any of them.
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| have not eaten any of the sacred portion while | was in
mourning, nor have | removed any of it while | was unclean, nor

have | offered any of it to the dead. | have obeyed the LORD my
God; | have done everything you commanded me.
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Look down from heaven, your holy dwelling place, and bless
your people Israel and the land you have given us as you

promised on oath to our ancestors, a land flowing with milk
and honey.”
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The LORD your God commands you this day to follow

these decrees and laws; carefully observe them with all
your heart and with all your soul.
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You have declared this day that the LORD is your God and
that you will walk in obedience to him, that you will keep

his decrees, commands and laws—that you will listen to
him.
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And the LORD has declared this day that you are his

people, his treasured possession as he promised, and that
you are to keep all his commands.
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He has declared that he will set you in praise, fame and
honor high above all the nations he has made and that

you will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he
promised.
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Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people: “Keep
all these commands that | give you today.
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When you have crossed the Jordan into the land the LORD your

God is giving you, set up some large stones and coat them with
plaster.
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Write on them all the words of this law when you have crossed
over to enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, a land

flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your
ancestors, promised you.
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And when you have crossed the Jordan, set up these stones

on Mount Ebal, as | command you today, and coat them with
plaster.
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Build there an altar to the LORD your God, an altar of stones.
Do not use any iron tool on them.
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Build the altar of the LORD your God with fieldstones and
offer burnt offerings on it to the LORD your God.
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Sacrifice fellowship offerings there, eating them and
rejoicing in the presence of the LORD your God.
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And you shall write very clearly all the words of this law on
these stones you have set up.”
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Then Moses and the Levitical priests said to all Israel, “Be

silent, Israel, and listen! You have now become the people
of the LORD your God.
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Obey the LORD your God and follow his commands and
decrees that | give you today.”
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On the contrary, they recognized that | had been entrusted with

the task of preaching the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as
Peter had been to the circumcised.
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For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the
circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the Gentiles.
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James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and

Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized

the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the
Gentiles, and they to the circumcised.
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All they asked was that we should continue to remember the
poor, the very thing | had been eager to do all along.
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When Cephas came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face,
because he stood condemned.

12

13

14

15

OFEHO[A|AM 2 OftH O|S0| 0[27] Foi| AlH}
7+ Ol ghHl L7t 3=0] 00 27t gl
X=E FeARlsto! Lt =217 HH

For before certain men came from James, he used to eat
with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to

draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because
he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision

group.
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The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their
hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.
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When | saw that they were not acting in line with the truth
of the gospel, | said to Cephas in front of them all, “You are

a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is
it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?
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“We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles
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know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by
faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus

that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of
the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.
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“But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves
also among the sinners, doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes
sin? Absolutely not!
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If 1 rebuild what | destroyed, then | really would be a lawbreaker.
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“For through the law | died to the law so that | might live
for God.
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| have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but
Christ lives in me. The life | now live in the body, | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself
for me.
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If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his
commands | give you today, the LORD your God will set you
high above all the nations on earth.
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All these blessings will come on you and accompany you if you
obey the LORD your God:
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You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country.
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The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of

your land and the young of your livestock—the calves of
your herds and the lambs of your flocks.
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Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed.
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You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when
you go out.
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The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up against you

will be defeated before you. They will come at you from one
direction but flee from you in seven.
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The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything

you put your hand to. The LORD your God will bless you in the
land he is giving you.
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The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised

you on oath, if you keep the commands of the LORD your God
and walk in obedience to him.

ol = HM0| 0=t 0|F0| HE fI5H0] =2
= A2 B0 HE FHSIEIE

Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the
name of the LORD, and they will fear you.
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The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity—in the fruit
of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops

of your ground—in the land he swore to your ancestors to
give you.
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The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his
bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all

the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but
will borrow from none.
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The LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay
attention to the commands of the LORD your God that

| give you this day and carefully follow them, you will
always be at the top, never at the bottom.
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Do not turn aside from any of the commands | give you

today, to the right or to the left, following other gods and
serving them.
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However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do not

carefully follow all his commands and decrees | am giving you
today, all these curses will come on you and overtake you:
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You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country.
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Your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed.
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The fruit of your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your
land, and the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks.
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You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out.
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The LORD will send on you curses, confusion and rebuke in
everything you put your hand to, until you are destroyed and

come to sudden ruin because of the evil you have done in
forsaking him.
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The LORD will plague you with diseases until he has
destroyed you from the land you are entering to possess.
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The LORD will strike you with wasting disease, with fever

and inflammation, with scorching heat and drought, with
blight and mildew, which will plague you until you perish.
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The sky over your head will be bronze, the ground
beneath youiron.
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The LORD will turn the rain of your country into dust and

powder; it will come down from the skies until you are
destroyed.
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so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray
that you, being rooted and established in love,
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may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to

grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of
Christ,

19 1 L{H|2} Z0|et =0[et Z/0|7} OlietS MHE
Of stLtEel BE STt A= L{3|0AH| S
2HSIA| SIAIZIE F5teet
and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that
you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
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On this year’s winter retreat, I have learnt many things.
We first learnt about the slavery mindset Israelites had on
their way to the Promised Land. There was a list of “slavery
mindset” behaviors and I found out that all of them applied
to me. During the prayer, I prayed to God for overcoming all
of them. On the second day, we answered questions about the

Bible, played exciting games related to our theme, “March
Toward the Promised Land.” We also planned personal Scripture reading and
prayer schedule for this week. I have decided to pray to God every morning and
night. We also learned about sin, especially about lust. Lust is the most powerful
temptation in our generation, but as we walk towards our “Promised Land,” we
must fight for our family as children of God.
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’5 In this winter retreat, the one thing I remember the most

is about slavery mindset Israelites had on their way to the
Promised Land. We learned that we also carry it ourselves
| through small habits which hinders us from being closely
connected to God. Praying is the way to break through and get
¥ closer.  made a promise to read the Bible in the morning for at
J' least 5-10 minutes. Also I made a decision to pray to God when
I'wake up and go to sleep. It will help me make a better and closer relationship with

God. Through this retreat, I have experienced God’s presence.
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I'was amazed by how a person can start seeing slavery as something
“better,” not because it’s good, but because it feels familiar and
predictable. Normally, people view slavery as something obviously
wrong—something no one would ever want. But as I listened to the
sermon, I realized how fear can make people crave what's predictable,

even if what’s predictable is bondage. And that’s what shocked me—

the idea that comfort can quietly replace calling.

I really want to improve my relationship with Jesus. But worldly
things distract me from being in an intimate relationship with Him. Church is my safe place.
But outside of it, it’s like I'm a different person. I watch YouTube videos about the Bible a lot,
but I know that doesn’t automatically make me a follower of Christ.

So I made a promise. I will try to thank God even at my lowest. I will think of Him constantly
as I walk through the streets so I don’t forget that He is the reason I'm here. I will finish the
Bible this year and give glory to God.
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