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Very truly | tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself
and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead
you where you do not want to go.”
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Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would
glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”
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Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was
following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against

Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray
you?”)
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Because of this, the rumor spread among the believers
that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that
he would not die; he only said, “If | want him to remain
alive until I return, what is that to you?”
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Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over
disputable matters.
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One person’s faith allows them to eat anything, but another,
whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables.
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The one who eats everything must not treat with contempt the

one who does not, and the one who does not eat everything
must not judge the one who does, for God has accepted them.
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Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To their own

master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is
able to make them stand.
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One person considers one day more sacred than another;

another considers every day alike. Each of them should be fully
convinced in their own mind.
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Whoever regards one day as special does so to the Lord.

Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give

thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord
and gives thanks to God.
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For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us
dies for ourselves alone.
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If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the
Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.
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For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so
that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living.
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You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or
why do you treat them with contempt? For we will all
stand before God’s judgment seat.
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The LORD will drive you and the king you set over you to
a nation unknown to you or your ancestors. There you will
worship other gods, gods of wood and stone.
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You will become a thing of horror, a byword and an object of
ridicule among all the peoples where the LORD will drive you.
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You will sow much seed in the field but you will harvest little,
because locusts will devour it.
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You will plant vineyards and cultivate them but you will not

drink the wine or gather the grapes, because worms will eat
them.
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You will have olive trees throughout your country but you will
not use the oil, because the olives will drop off.
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You will have sons and daughters but you will not keep them,
because they will go into captivity.
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Swarms of locusts will take over all your trees and the
crops of your land.
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The foreigners who reside among you will rise above you
higher and higher, but you will sink lower and lower.
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They will lend to you, but you will not lend to them. They
will be the head, but you will be the tail.
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All these curses will come on you. They will pursue you
and overtake you until you are destroyed, because you did

not obey the LORD your God and observe the commands
and decrees he gave you.
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They will be a sign and a wonder to you and your
descendants forever.
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These are the terms of the covenant the LORD commanded

Moses to make with the Israelites in Moab, in addition to the
covenant he had made with them at Horeb.
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Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to them: Your eyes
have seen all that the LORD did in Egypt to Pharaoh, to all his
officials and to all his land.

Z 02 AT OJET 2 JALE 1| 0= HQtL
L2t

With your own eyes you saw those great trials, those signs and
great wonders.
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But to this day the LORD has not given you a mind that
understands or eyes that see or ears that hear.
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Yet the LORD says, “During the forty years that | led you

through the wilderness, your clothes did not wear out, nor
did the sandals on your feet.
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You ate no bread and drank no wine or other fermented

drink. 1 did this so that you might know that | am the LORD
your God.”
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When you reached this place, Sihon king of Heshbon and

Og king of Bashan came out to fight against us, but we
defeated them.
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We took their land and gave it as an inheritance to the
Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh.
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Carefully follow the terms of this covenant, so that you
may prosper in everything you do.
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Your children who follow you in later generations and
foreigners who come from distant lands will see the calamities
that have fallen on the land and the diseases with which the
LORD has afflicted it.
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The whole land will be a burning waste of salt and sulfur—
nothing planted, nothing sprouting, no vegetation growing
on it. It will be like the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah,

Admah and Zeboyim, which the LORD overthrew in fierce
anger.
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All the nations will ask: “Why has the LORD done this to this
land? Why this fierce, burning anger?”
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And the answer will be: “It is because this people abandoned

the covenant of the LORD, the God of their ancestors, the
covenant he made with them when he brought them out of

Egypt.
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They went off and worshiped other gods and bowed

down to them, gods they did not know, gods he had not
given them.
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Therefore the LORD’s anger burned against this land, so
that he brought on it all the curses written in this book.
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In furious anger and in great wrath the LORD uprooted

them from their land and thrust them into another land,
asitis now.”
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The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the
things revealed belong to us and to our children forever,
that we may follow all the words of this law.
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After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean
countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized.
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Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because

there was plenty of water, and people were coming and being
baptized.
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(This was before John was put in prison.)
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An argument developed between some of John's disciples and a
certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial washing.
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They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was

with you on the other side of the Jordan—the one you testified
about—Ilook, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.”
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To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is
given them from heaven.
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You yourselves can testify that | said, 'l am not the Messiah
but am sent ahead of him.
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The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who
attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is

full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy
is mine, and it is now complete.
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He must become greater; | must become less.”
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In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave LHA| 713 et 2 *%8 AL
Christ Jesus: him the name that is above every name,
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Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with e
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God something to be used to his own advantage; U= K22 ZE FES 02| OIS0 24| st
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that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in

heaven and on earth and under the earth,
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and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
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And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!
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When all these blessings and curses | have set before you come

on you and you take them to heart wherever the LORD your
God disperses you among the nations,
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and when you and your children return to the LORD your

God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul
according to everything | command you today,
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then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have
compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations
where he scattered you.
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Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under
the heavens, from there the LORD your God will gather you
and bring you back.
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He will bring you to the land that belonged to your ancestors,
and you will take possession of it. He will make you more
prosperous and numerous than your ancestors.
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The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the

hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with
all your heart and with all your soul, and live.
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The LORD your God will put all these curses on your
enemies who hate and persecute you.
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You will again obey the LORD and follow all his commands
| am giving you today.
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Then the LORD your God will make you most prosperous
in all the work of your hands and in the fruit of your
womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your
land. The LORD will again delight in you and make you
prosperous, just as he delighted in your ancestors, if you
obey the LORD your God and keep his commands and
decrees that are written in this Book of the Law and turn

to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul.
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Now what | am commanding you today is not too difficult for
you or beyond your reach.
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It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend
into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?”
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Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross
the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?”
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No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your
heart so you may obey it.
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See, | set before you today life and prosperity, death and
destruction.
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For | command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk
in obedience to him, and to keep his commands, decrees and

laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God
will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.
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But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and
if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and
worship them,
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| declare to you this day that you will certainly be

destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.
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This day | call the heavens and the earth as witnesses
against you that | have set before you life and death,

blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and
your children may live
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and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his
voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and

he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to
your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
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Then Moses went out and spoke these words to all Israel:
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“I'am now a hundred and twenty years old and | am no longer

able to lead you. The LORD has said to me, ‘You shall not cross
the Jordan!
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The LORD your God himself will cross over ahead of you. He will
destroy these nations before you, and you will take possession

of their land. Joshua also will cross over ahead of you, as the
LORD said.
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And the LORD will do to them what he did to Sihon and Og,

the kings of the Amorites, whom he destroyed along with their
land.
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The LORD will deliver them to you, and you must do to them all
that | have commanded you.
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Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified

because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you;
he will never leave you nor forsake you.”
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Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the
presence of all Israel, “Be strong and courageous, for you
must go with this people into the land that the LORD

swore to their ancestors to give them, and you must
divide it among them as their inheritance.
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The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you;

he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged.”
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Now a man named Micah from the hill country of Ephraim
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said to his mother, “The eleven hundred shekels of silver that
were taken from you and about which | heard you utter a

curse—I have that silver with me; | took it.” Then his mother said,
“The LORD bless you, my son!”
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When he returned the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his
mother, she said, “l solemnly consecrate my silver to the LORD for

my son to make an image overlaid with silver. | will give it back to
you.”
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So after he returned the silver to his mother, she took two

hundred shekels of silver and gave them to a silversmith, who
used them to make the idol. And it was put in Micah’s house.
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Now this man Micah had a shrine, and he made an ephod

and some household gods and installed one of his sons as
his priest.
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In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw
fit.
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A young Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, who had been
living within the clan of Judah,
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left that town in search of some other place to stay. On

his way he came to Micah'’s house in the hill country of
Ephraim.
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Micah asked him, “Where are you from?” “I'm a Levite from became his priest and lived in his house.

Bethlehem in Judah,” he said, “and I'm looking for a place to

stay.”
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o2t And Micah said, “Now | know that the LORD will be good
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to me, since this Levite has become my priest.”

Then Micah said to him, “Live with me and be my father and
priest, and I'll give you ten shekels of silver a year, your clothes

and your food.”
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So the Levite agreed to live with him, and the young man
became like one of his sons to him.
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Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in
them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire
before the LORD, contrary to his command.

=0| 0{=2t AN LIt =S 27100 3=0| o=}
O =2XIE

So fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed
them, and they died before the LORD.
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Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD spoke of when
he said:"”’Among those who approach me | will be proved holy;

in the sight of all the people | will be honored.”Aaron remained
silent.
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Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of Aaron’s uncle

Uzziel, and said to them, “Come here; carry your cousins outside
the camp, away from the front of the sanctuary.”
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So they came and carried them, still in their tunics, outside
the camp, as Moses ordered.
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Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and
Ithamar, “Do not let your hair become unkempt and do
not tear your clothes, or you will die and the LORD will
be angry with the whole community. But your relatives,

all the Israelites, may mourn for those the LORD has
destroyed by fire.
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Do not leave the entrance to the tent of meeting or you

will die, because the LORD’s anointing oil is on you.” So
they did as Moses said.
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And Moses recited the words of this song from beginning to
end in the hearing of the whole assembly of Israel:
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Listen, you heavens, and | will speak; hear, you earth, the words
of my mouth.
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Let my teaching fall like rain and my words descend like dew,
like showers on new grass, like abundant rain on tender plants.
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I will proclaim the name of the LORD. Oh, praise the greatness
of our God!
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He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A
faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.
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They are corrupt and not his children; to their shame they
are a warped and crooked generation.
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Is this the way you repay the LORD, you foolish and unwise
people? Is he not your Father, your Creator, who made you
and formed you?
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Remember the days of old; consider the generations long

past. Ask your father and he will tell you, your elders, and
they will explain to you.
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When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance,

when he divided all mankind, he set up boundaries for the
peoples according to the number of the sons of Israel.
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For the LORD’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted
inheritance.
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In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste.

He shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the
apple of his eye,
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like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young,
that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them aloft.
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The LORD alone led him; no foreign god was with him.
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He made him ride on the heights of the land and fed him

with the fruit of the fields. He nourished him with honey
from the rock, and with oil from the flinty crag,
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with curds and milk from herd and flock and with fattened
lambs and goats, with choice rams of Bashan and the
finest kernels of wheat. You drank the foaming blood of
the grape.
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They are a nation without sense, there is no discernment in
them.
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If only they were wise and would understand this and discern
what their end will be!
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How could one man chase a thousand, or two put ten
thousand to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, unless the
LORD had given them up?
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For their rock is not like our Rock, as even our enemies concede.
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Their vine comes from the vine of Sodom and from the fields
of Gomorrah. Their grapes are filled with poison, and their
clusters with bitterness.
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Their wine is the venom of serpents, the deadly poison of
cobras.
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“Have | not kept this in reserve and sealed it in my vaults?
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It is mine to avenge; | will repay. In due time their foot will

slip; their day of disaster is near and their doom rushes
upon them.”
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The LORD will vindicate his people and relent concerning
his servants when he sees their strength is gone and no
one is left, slave or free.
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He will say: “Now where are their gods, the rock they took
refugein,
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the gods who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the

wine of their drink offerings? Let them rise up to help you!
Let them give you shelter!
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“See now that | myself am he! There is no god besides me. | put

to death and | bring to life, | have wounded and | will heal, and
no one can deliver out of my hand.
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I lift my hand to heaven and solemnly swear: As surely as | live
forever,
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when | sharpen my flashing sword and my hand grasps it in

judgment, | will take vengeance on my adversaries and repay
those who hate me.
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| will make my arrows drunk with blood, while my sword

devours flesh: the blood of the slain and the captives, the
heads of the enemy leaders.”
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Rejoice, you nations, with his people, for he will avenge

the blood of his servants; he will take vengeance on his
enemies and make atonement for his land and people.
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In those days Israel had no king. And in those days the tribe of
the Danites was seeking a place of their own where they might

settle, because they had not yet come into an inheritance among
the tribes of Israel.
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So the Danites sent five of their leading men from Zorah
and Eshtaol to spy out the land and explore it. These men
represented all the Danites. They told them, “Go, explore the

land.” So they entered the hill country of Ephraim and came to
the house of Micah, where they spent the night.
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When they were near Micah'’s house, they recognized the voice
of the young Levite; so they turned in there and asked him, “Who
brought you here? What are you doing in this place? Why are you
here?”
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He told them what Micah had done for him, and said, “He has
hired me and | am his priest.”
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Then they said to him, “Please inquire of God to learn
whether our journey will be successful.”
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The priest answered them, “Go in peace. Your journey has
the LORD's approval.”
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So the five men left and came to Laish, where they saw
that the people were living in safety, like the Sidonians,
at peace and secure. And since their land lacked nothing,

they were prosperous. Also, they lived a long way from
the Sidonians and had no relationship with anyone else.
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When they returned to Zorah and Eshtaol, their fellow
Danites asked them, “How did you find things?”
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They answered, “Come on, let’s attack them! We have

seen the land, and it is very good. Aren’t you going to do
something? Don't hesitate to go there and take it over.
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When you get there, you will find an unsuspecting people and a

spacious land that God has put into your hands, a land that lacks
nothing whatever.”
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Then six hundred men of the Danites, armed for battle, set out
from Zorah and Eshtaol.
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On their way they set up camp near Kiriath Jearim in Judah. This

is why the place west of Kiriath Jearim is called Mahaneh Dan to
this day.
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From there they went on to the hill country of Ephraim and came
to Micah's house.
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Then the five men who had spied out the land of Laish said to
their fellow Danites, “Do you know that one of these houses has

an ephod, some household gods and an image overlaid with
silver? Now you know what to do.”
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So they turned in there and went to the house of the young
Levite at Micah’s place and greeted him.
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The six hundred Danites, armed for battle, stood at the
entrance of the gate.
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The five men who had spied out the land went inside and
took the idol, the ephod and the household gods while

the priest and the six hundred armed men stood at the
entrance of the gate.
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When the five men went into Micah'’s house and took the

idol, the ephod and the household gods, the priest said to
them, “What are you doing?”
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They answered him, “Be quiet! Don't say a word. Come
with us, and be our father and priest. Isn't it better that

you serve a tribe and clan in Israel as priest rather than just
one man'’s household?”
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The priest was very pleased. He took the ephod, the

household gods and the idol and went along with the
people.

55




56

AML7| ol & ‘SHEES| 8AS’ [A2|= 30]

21

22

23

24

25

26

50| =07 Of2! Of0|S2t 7t=1t 24Xl SAUS
SMIR1 2= [MLHEL

Putting their little children, their livestock and their possessions
in front of them, they turned away and left.
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When they had gone some distance from Micah’s house, the

men who lived near Micah were called together and overtook
the Danites.
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As they shouted after them, the Danites turned and said to

Micah, “What'’s the matter with you that you called out your men
to fight?”
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He replied, “You took the gods | made, and my priest, and went

away. What else do | have? How can you ask, ‘What’s the matter
with you?"”
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The Danites answered, “Don’t argue with us, or some of the men

may get angry and attack you, and you and your family will lose
your lives.”
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So the Danites went their way, and Micah, seeing that they were
too strong for him, turned around and went back home.
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Then they took what Micah had made, and his priest, and
went on to Laish, against a people at peace and secure.

They attacked them with the sword and burned down
their city.
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There was no one to rescue them because they lived a

long way from Sidon and had no relationship with anyone

else. The city was in a valley near Beth Rehob. The Danites
rebuilt the city and settled there.
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They named it Dan after their ancestor Dan, who was born
to Israel—though the city used to be called Laish.

Th XHEO| XIS S Qlste] O MZI MaS MR
1 2Ne £Xt2 AIEEC| OS2l LIt 1O
O Xp&2 T X|IHe| MIAFEHO| E|0f T & WiAO|
AI2EHS|E Y7EK| o|I2=H e}

There the Danites set up for themselves the idol, and
Jonathan son of Gershom, the son of Moses, and his sons

were priests for the tribe of Dan until the time of the
captivity of the land.
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They continued to use the idol Micah had made, all the
time the house of God was in Shiloh.
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Moses came with Joshua son of Nun and spoke all the words of
this song in the hearing of the people.
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When Moses finished reciting all these words to all Israel,
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he said to them, “Take to heart all the words | have solemnly

declared to you this day, so that you may command your
children to obey carefully all the words of this law.
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They are not just idle words for you—they are your life. By

them you will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan
to possess.”
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On that same day the LORD told Moses,

H= ol2|0 S22 2o ol Qli= OfHFE! Atoj|
St LH Lol 0|22] L7} O|A2Hl XHE0|
A 7IHCE F= JtLtor TS Hi2fHet

“Go up into the Abarim Range to Mount Nebo in Moab,

across from Jericho, and view Canaan, the land | am giving
the Israelites as their own possession.
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There on the mountain that you have climbed you will

die and be gathered to your people, just as your brother
Aaron died on Mount Hor and was gathered to his people.
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This is because both of you broke faith with me in the
presence of the Israelites at the waters of Meribah Kadesh

in the Desert of Zin and because you did not uphold my
holiness among the Israelites.
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Therefore, you will see the land only from a distance; you
will not enter the land | am giving to the people of Israel.”
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This is the blessing that Moses the man of God pronounced on
the Israelites before his death.
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He said:"The LORD came from Sinai and dawned over them

from Seir; he shone forth from Mount Paran. He came with
myriads of holy ones from the south, from his mountain slopes.
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Surely it is you who love the people; all the holy ones are in

your hand. At your feet they all bow down, and from you
receive instruction,
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the law that Moses gave us, the possession of the assembly of
Jacob.

5 OE0 20| JAUCL| = 9| 30| 20|
11 O| A2t B= X[mEt ghH| S IO =0t
He was king over Jeshurun when the leaders of the people
assembled, along with the tribes of Israel.
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“Let Reuben live and not die, nor his people be few.”
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And this he said about Judah:"Hear, LORD, the cry of

Judah; bring him to his people. With his own hands he
defends his cause. Oh, be his help against his foes!”
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AAN 2 =2 2[R & °|-9d|:-|E_|- The law was brought in so that the trespass might
In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit. ::ere;ase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the

[E 5:18-21]
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Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might
all people, so also one righteous act resulted in justification and reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through
life for all people. Jesus Christ our Lord.
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For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many
were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one

man the many will be made righteous.
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As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,
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in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this

world and of the ruler of the kihngdom of the air, the spirit who is
now at work in those who are disobedient.
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All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the

cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like
the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.
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But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,
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made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.

10

IE 8lHl O3|AL OB AL Of]
S0l StSIAIL

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him
in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,
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in order that in the coming ages he might show the

incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his
kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
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For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
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not by works, so that no one can boast.
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For we are God'’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
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| appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you

say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
perfectly united in mind and thought.
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My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have
informed me that there are quarrels among you.
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What | mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another,

“I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I
follow Christ.”
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Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized
in the name of Paul?
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| thank God that | did not baptize any of you except
Crispus and Gaius,
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S0 no one can say that you were baptized in my name.
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(Yes, | also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond
that, | don’t remember if | baptized anyone else.)
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For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the

gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of
Christ be emptied of its power.
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In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as
they saw fit.
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Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in
condemnation for all people, so also one righteous
actresulted in justification and life for all people.
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For just as through the disobedience of the one man

the many were made sinners, so also through the

obedience of the one man the many will be made

righteous.
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The law was brought in so that the trespass might

increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all
the more,
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so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace

might reign through righteousness to bring eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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| have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The life | now live in the body,

| live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me.
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For we know that our old self was crucified with him

so that the body ruled by sin might be done away
with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—
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because anyone who has died has been set free from
sin.
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Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will
also live with him.
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For we know that since Christ was raised from the

dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has
mastery over him.
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The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the
life he lives, he lives to God.
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In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but
alive to God in Christ Jesus.
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