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Not to us, LORD, not to us but to your name be the glory, because
ofyour love and faithfulness.
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EE°|'}” OI'E'lOWI' They have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but cannot walk,
Why do the nations say, “Where is their God?” nor can they utter a sound with their throats.
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Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him. Those who make them will be like them, and so will all +++ HZ(APPLICATION)
who trust in them. Qe UES J|EZ ol oA
AOORICH ZEFSHILITIE?
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But their idols are silver and gold, made by human hands. OJAIR i3] HTHAIZCE
All you Israelites, trust in the LORD— he is their helpand =~ e
shield.
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They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but cannot see.
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After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and

led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There
he was transfigured before them.
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His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the
world could bleach them.
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And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were
talking with Jesus.
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Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us

put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for
Elijah.”

6 Ol= JS0| 2A RMYSIORE 7t 22 22
&HX| K| 25H0|CHz}

(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
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Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice

came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom | love. Listen
to him!”
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Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw
anyone with them except Jesus.
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| urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for all people—
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Msts 5t sho|2}
for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.
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This is good, and pleases God our Savior,

g
»
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who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of
the truth.

SHLIEI2 B HOIAR I SHLILEITH AR Ato[0]
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st

For there is one God and one mediator between God and
mankind, the man Christ Jesus,

7t BE MEE st APV |1E H&EE T
OL| 7|2f0] o|=22] F&l SHLIE}

who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now
been witnessed to at the proper time.
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And for this purpose | was appointed a herald and an

apostle—I am telling the truth, | am not lying—and a true
and faithful teacher of the Gentiles.
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Therefore | want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up
holy hands without anger or disputing.
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As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah does come first, and
orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of restores all things. Why then is it written that the Son of
Man had risen from the dead. Man must suffer much and be rejected?
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They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what “rising JISEHIRH 2Ol A S0l #RE st R e
from the dead” meant. 2t stAIL|2F «+« M2(APPLICATION)
But | tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to him Q0| A4S T2 sHA O{EA|
everything they wished, just as it is written about him.” AL ZCHSIAILIIE?
nOlofl Ol BXIeH OIZE| O] APIRES0I W
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And they asked him, “Why do the teachers of the law say that
Elijah mustcomefirst?”
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Come and see what the LORD has done, the desolations he has 2t LHZt MIAI S0 =2 oz 2} SHAIECH LHA| 7HEF Qjete gtk ofoll |7}?

brought on the earth. He says, “Be still, and know that | am God; | will be exalted

among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth.”

9 J7t'E 2N MYE 2/ 5HM0I &2 A &S -+ H2(APPLICATION)
ZCOM IS SAEA =L 1 229l G{S2HHIM 2|2 &FHl SHAIL| OF=2 Q50| UXS J|EZ dliA OfEH
He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth. He breaks the bow SHLEE2 22|9] m|LHR AIZL} (M2h AOIORCHT ZESHALITIE?
and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our
fortress. T
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When the ark of the LORD had been in Philistine territory seven
months,

2 SellA AMEES0| HALE SN S ES =21 012
E| L2t =22 HIE OIEA 27t ORE oEA
O QU XO= HH ACIX| LE|0|A| = X2
the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners and said,

“What shall we do with the ark of the LORD? Tell us how we
should send it back to its place.”

3 50| O|=K| O]ARtA Aol HIE ELHEAHE HM &
LHA] 210 J0|AH| £2MIE E2{0F X[L|2t J2|5HH
B W1 19| &3 H3|0i|IAIM S2IX] OfLI3H= Ol
& |2t S
They answered, “If you return the ark of the god of Israel, do
not send it back to him without a gift; by all means send a guilt

offering to him. Then you will be healed, and you will know why
his hand has not been lifted from you.”

4 10| O|2E| FACE J0jH| =2 SAHNE é.*‘éﬂf
StL| O|=&| Sz AlZhe| o] JlHZ F =5
CHddt = # CHA O2|2t0F 32| LHel2t s E7<|
KHOflA| LH2! xH2f0] ZZ0|LI2t
The Philistines asked, “What guilt offering should we send
to him?"They replied, “Five gold tumors and five gold rats,

according to the number of the Philistine rulers, because the
same plague has struck both you and your rulers.

5 JHEZ H3sl= 3|9 S5t 57|29 ddnt &
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H g&s =2t 27t = 19| &5 145]2} 43|
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Make models of the tumors and of the rats that are
destroying the country, and give glory to Israel’s god.

Perhaps he will lift his hand from you and your gods and
your land.
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RLLt
Why do you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and
Pharaoh did? When Israel’s god dealt harshly with them,

did they not send the Israelites out so they could go on
their way?
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“Now then, get a new cart ready, with two cows that have

calved and have never been yoked. Hitch the cows to the
cart, but take their calves away and pen them up.
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Take the ark of the LORD and put it on the cart, and in a
chest beside it put the gold objects you are sending back
to him as a guilt offering. Send it on its way,
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but keep watching it. If it goes up to its own territory, toward
Beth Shemesh, then the LORD has brought this great disaster on

us. But if it does not, then we will know that it was not his hand
that struck us but that it happened to us by chance.”
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So they did this. They took two such cows and hitched them to
the cart and penned up their calves.
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They placed the ark of the LORD on the cart and along with it the
chest containing the gold rats and the models of the tumors.
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Then the cows went straight up toward Beth Shemesh, keeping
on the road and lowing all the way; they did not turn to the right

or to the left. The rulers of the Philistines followed them as far as
the border of Beth Shemesh.
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Now the people of Beth Shemesh were harvesting their wheat

in the valley, and when they looked up and saw the ark, they
rejoiced at the sight.
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The cart came to the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh, and
there it stopped beside a large rock. The people chopped
up the wood of the cart and sacrificed the cows as a burnt
offering to the LORD.
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The Levites took down the ark of the LORD, together with
the chest containing the gold objects, and placed them
on the large rock. On that day the people of Beth Shemesh
offered burnt offerings and made sacrifices to the LORD.
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The five rulers of the Philistines saw all this and then
returned that same day to Ekron.
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These are the gold tumors the Philistines sent as a guilt

offering to the LORD—one each for Ashdod, Gaza,
Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron.
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And the number of the gold rats was according to the number
of Philistine towns belonging to the five rulers—the fortified
towns with their country villages. The large rock on which the

Levites set the ark of the LORD is a witness to this day in the field
of Joshua of Beth Shemesh.
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But God struck down some of the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh,
putting seventy of them to death because they looked into the

ark of the LORD. The people mourned because of the heavy blow
the LORD had dealt them.
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And the people of Beth Shemesh asked, “Who can stand in the

presence of the LORD, this holy God? To whom will the ark go up
from here?”
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Then they sent messengers to the people of Kiriath Jearim,
saying, “The Philistines have returned the ark of the LORD. Come
down and take it up to your town.”
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So the men of Kiriath Jearim came and took up the ark of
the LORD. They brought it to Abinadab’s house on the hill

and consecrated Eleazar his son to guard the ark of the
LORD.
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The ark remained at Kiriath Jearim a long time—twenty

years in all.Then all the people of Israel turned back to the
LORD.
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The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all
who live init;
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for he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters.
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Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? Who may stand in
his holy place?
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The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not
trust in an idol or swear by a false god.
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They will receive blessing from the LORD and vindication from
God their Savior.
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Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek
your face, God of Jacob.

=0t 2] ME|E SX|0iCt &gt E50t 5
EX|0|CH S&2| 20| SO{7HAE|=20t

Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient
doors, that the King of glory may come in.

&9 0| FAILE ot S8t 6Z2AHAR
T S5 HS2AAZCE

Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty,
the LORD mighty in battle.
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Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you ancient
doors, that the King of glory may come in.
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Who is he, this King of glory? The LORD Almighty— he is
the King of glory.
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They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued LHA| 712t F=He gt o Bojol| |7)1?

want anyone to know where they were, about who was the greatest.
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because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone

Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. who wants to be first must be the very last, and the
They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” servant of all.”
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But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to
ask him about it.

He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking
the child in his arms, he said to them,
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They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked ofH LIE "&st0] OtL|R LIS ELHA 0|2 A
them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” x"%l'0|L|E.|'
Ho

“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my
name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not
welcome me but the one who sent me.”
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People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his Ct3 1 20| E0{71X| 25122 s 2 LHA| 712k opEte g *%8 AL |72
hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them.

Truly | tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom
of God like a little child will never enter it.”
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When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let -

the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.
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And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on OLORCH ZEEHILIIF?
them and blessed them.
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As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his

knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must | do to
inherit eternal life?”
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“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is
good—except God alone.
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You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall
not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give

false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and
mother.”
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“Teacher,” he declared, “all these | have kept since | was a
boy.”
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Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,”
he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor,

and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow
me.”
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At this the man'’s face fell. He went away sad, because he
had great wealth.
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So Samuel said to all the Israelites, “If you are returning to the
LORD with all your hearts, then rid yourselves of the foreign
gods and the Ashtoreths and commit yourselves to the LORD
and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the
Philistines.”
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So the Israelites put away their Baals and Ashtoreths, and served
the LORD only.
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Then Samuel said, “Assemble all Israel at Mizpah, and | will
intercede with the LORD for you.”
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When they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and
poured it out before the LORD. On that day they fasted and there
they confessed, “We have sinned against the LORD.” Now Samuel
was serving as leader of Israel at Mizpah.
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When the Philistines heard that Israel had assembled at
Mizpah, the rulers of the Philistines came up to attack
them. When the Israelites heard of it, they were afraid
because of the Philistines.
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They said to Samuel, “Do not stop crying out to the LORD

our God for us, that he may rescue us from the hand of the
Philistines.”

APRo| & %= 0f2l & 5HLtE JINCP 23
St HH|E OiS2PH E2|1 O|AZtAS 2lst]]
O{=ebH R2X 20l 6{=2H A SEFeHAEE

Then Samuel took a suckling lamb and sacrificed it as a

whole burnt offering to the LORD. He cried out to the
LORD on Israel’s behalf, and the LORD answered him.
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While Samuel was sacrificing the burnt offering, the Philistines
drew near to engage Israel in battle. But that day the LORD
thundered with loud thunder against the Philistines and

threw them into such a panic that they were routed before the
Israelites.
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The men of Israel rushed out of Mizpah and pursued the

Philistines, slaughtering them along the way to a point below
Beth Kar.
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Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and

Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the LORD has
helped us.”
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So the Philistines were subdued and they stopped

invading Israel’s territory. Throughout Samuel’s lifetime,
the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines.
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The towns from Ekron to Gath that the Philistines had
captured from Israel were restored to Israel, and Israel
delivered the neighboring territory from the hands of the

Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and the
Amorites.
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If the LORD had not been on our side— let Israel say— the raging waters would have swept us away. LHA| 712 f=re aio ool |7)F?
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if the LORD had not been on our side when people attacked us, A 0|2 2tE RESXIZ0}
Praise be to the LORD, who has not let us be torn by their
teeth.
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We have escaped like a bird from the fowler’s snare; the
snare has been broken, and we have escaped.
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Our help is in the name of the LORD, the Maker of heaven
and earth.
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fields—along with persecutions—and in the age to come 00T ZTHLIIF
eternal life.
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The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other,
“Who then can be saved?” 31 JBLHAY E AZMUS D USERES
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But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”
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Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible,
but not with God; all things are possible with God.”
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They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading
the way, and the disciples were astonished, while those who

followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and told
them what was going to happen to him.
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“We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man
will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of

the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him
over to the Gentiles,
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who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three
days later he will rise.”
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Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him.

“Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we
ask.”
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“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
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They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other
atyour left in your glory.”
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“You don't know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can
you drink the cup | drink or be baptized with the baptism |
am baptized with?”
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“We can,” they answered.Jesus said to them, “You will

drink the cup | drink and be baptized with the baptism |
am baptized with,
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but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These

places belong to those for whom they have been
prepared.”
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and their high officials exercise authority over them. ' e
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Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great T
among you must be your servant,
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Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together
with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man,
Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the
roadside begging.
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When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to
shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
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Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all
the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
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Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”So they called to the blind
man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you.”

to Jesus.
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“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.
The blind man said, “Rabbi, | want to see.”
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“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately
he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.
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As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and
Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples,
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saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you

enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever
ridden. Untie it and bring it here.
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If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord
needs it and will send it back here shortly.”
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They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a
doorway. As they untied it,
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some people standing there asked, “What are you doing,
untying that colt?”
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They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let
them go.
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When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their
cloaks over it, he sat onit.
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Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others
spread branches they had cut in the fields.
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Those who went ahead and those who followed

shouted,”"Hosanna!"”"Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord!”
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“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!"”"Hosanna
in the highest heaven!”
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Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts.

He looked around at everything, but since it was already
late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.
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When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as Israel’s leaders.
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The name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second
was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba.
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But his sons did not follow his ways. They turned aside after

dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice.
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So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel
at Ramah.
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They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow your
ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations
have.”
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But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased
Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD.
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And the LORD told him: “Listen to all that the people are

saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they
have rejected me as their king.
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As they have done from the day | brought them up out of

Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods,
so they are doing to you.
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Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them
know what the king who will reign over them will claim as
his rights.”
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Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who
were asking him for a king.
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He said, “This is what the king who will reign over you will
claim as his rights: He will take your sons and make them
serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run in
front of his chariots.
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Some he will assign to be commanders of thousands and
commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground and

reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and
equipment for his chariots.
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He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and
bakers.
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He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves
and give them to his attendants.
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He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it
to his officials and attendants.
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Your male and female servants and the best of your cattle and
donkeys he will take for his own use.
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He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will
become his slaves.
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When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the

king you have chosen, but the LORD will not answer you
in that day.”
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But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said.
“We want a king over us.
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Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to
lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.”
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When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated
it before the LORD.
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The LORD answered, “Listen to them and give them a

king."Then Samuel said to the Israelites, “Everyone go
back to your own town.”
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When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you and

have taken possession of it and settled in it, and you say, “Let us
seta king over us like all the nations around us,”
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be sure to appoint over you a king the LORD your God chooses.
He must be from among your fellow Israelites. Do not place a
foreigner over you, one who is not an Israelite.
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The king, moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses
for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of

them, for the LORD has told you, “You are not to go back that
way again.”
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He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led
astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver
and gold.
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When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write

for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of
the Levitical priests.
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It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his

life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and
follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees
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and not consider himself better than his fellow Israelites
and turn from the law to the right or to the left. Then
he and his descendants will reign a long time over his
kingdom in Israel.
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They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking

in the temple courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law
and the elders came to him.
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“By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked.
“And who gave you authority to do this?”
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Jesus replied, “l will ask you one question. Answer me, and | will
tell you by what authority | am doing these things.
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John's baptism—was it from heaven, or of human origin? Tell
me!”
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They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say,

‘From heaven,” he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe
him?’
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But if we say, ‘Of human origin’ ...” (They feared the
people, for everyone held that John really was a prophet.)
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So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know."Jesus said,

“Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these
things.”

-« 2AMEDITATION)

2= 220M
LHA| 718 222 252 FAULIN?

-+ + H2(APPLICATION)
RE0| LS J|EZ FHM L)
AOOBAICHD ZEFSIALI?



64

SAEROUN QT

F 2| stLidE Asiet [0PHES

AEol= OS2
HLHA OtLES

ar12:1-12

Ol==HIM HIRZ 2S0IH ZSSHAE 8t AFR0] =
TS USO MSEREZ FEI EME SS TS

11 BLHE KoM SES0IA MZ =1 EF=00 24H
L

{7t O|Z20H SES0H 2@ AS HOIE o
115t ES HLUL

1=0| = Tof &3] M2 HX 2LHRAS

CHA| CHE & 2L 22| HE|Mf| 8XME UL S5
StAHE

EOHE &S HUL 2S0| 22 S0[n £ 1 9

C 1
2 S5k Hel= W2| 2 G2 =elXI2t

5

OIX| &F AP0l AL 2 17t AHEtSh= 0FS0[2t
£|$Z 0|2 HLUi0 O|=X| L OF=2 ZCHSIEI2} 5t
R

10

1

12

SHS0| MZ 25t Ol 45X X 0|
123 1 R440] 22| 20| El22t 5t

O[0f ZfOt =0 Z =

HOIl LHEAR =L I2F

BEgl Z010] O] SHZILLE 9N 1S5S
S Mot YIS CHE MRS S22t

L1817+ 430l 2=X+=0| Hzl =0] 2S0[e| i
XE0| EIALHL

A2 F= ZO[A0 & A0|R 22| =0l =&
2 Q10| EX| = 251 =Lk SHAILI2}

S J2A 235

1=0| ¢ls=2| O] HIF7t XIS
Stalol & 2 HXL 6| 228 FHYSHO
Ol~E F11 7HI2f

SA(MEDITATION)
2= 220M
LHA| 718 222 252 FAULIN?

=)

«« M Z(APPLICATION)
2=9| HES JIE2 M 0L
E0[ORICH Y ZESHALIIF?



o] LIS Altsta (0128

OtLt=l HEXIEE
o or12:13-17

13

14

66

50| Ol2f 2&S MEOH SH0{ Hi2|AHRlt 5|
Y S0IM ArE=S 2L

Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus
to catch him in his words.
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They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know that you are a
man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay
no attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God in

accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the imperial tax to
Caesar or not?
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Should we pay or shouldn’t we?”But Jesus knew their
hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” he asked.
“Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.”
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They brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose image
is this? And whose inscription?"“Caesar’s,” they replied.
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Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is

Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” And they were amazed
at him.
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him with a question. At the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven
weremarriedtoher?”
19 MAHLIO|IO] TAI7F SBIOIH| M Z=T|= OfE Afto i
<001 ZAE 220 W 71S O A2l 24 GAMA O[2AE] HBI7F MZE shfde s&d
20| X}4{0| Q10| OHLHE S ZOHM 1 40| 1 oIyl == —n=
o S1= o110l AT ST =X ®ol@z oafgtol oLy
I- H o|'0:| SE T °|-0:I l.E “E l l l- o|' Jesus replied, “Are you not in error because you do not
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“Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that ifa man’s brother
dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the
widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 25 AI2H0| = X} 7t20|M Aot Hdl= &It
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The second one married the widow, but he also died, leaving
no child. It was the same with the third.
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In fact, none of the seven left any children. Last of all, the
woman died too.
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Now about the dead rising—have you not read in the
Book of Moses, in the account of the burning bush, how

God said to him, ‘l am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?
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He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. You are
badly mistaken!”

=
E0[ORICH Y ZESHALIIF?



SAEROUN QT

AL ZsHA L ‘DEXIZE ALAF AL’ [Al2IZ 10]

AR 9| FAA

70

4

me

e 12:1-25

1 AHRQUO| 2 O|AZIU0|AH| O|2%| 22t L45|7} LHA| B
S L7} CH ST 143] {0 22 MIRCIL]

Samuel said to all Israel, “I have listened to everything you said to
me and have set a king over you.
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Now you have a king as your leader. As for me, | am old and gray,

and my sons are here with you. | have been your leader from my
youth until this day.
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Here | stand. Testify against me in the presence of the LORD
and his anointed. Whose ox have | taken? Whose donkey have
| taken? Whom have | cheated? Whom have | oppressed? From

whose hand have | accepted a bribe to make me shut my eyes? If
I have done any of these things, | will make it right.”
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“You have not cheated or oppressed us,” they replied. “You have
not taken anything from anyone’s hand.”
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Samuel said to them, “The LORD is witness against you,

and also his anointed is witness this day, that you have not
found anything in my hand.”“He is witness,” they said.
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Then Samuel said to the people, “It is the LORD who

appointed Moses and Aaron and brought your ancestors
up out of Egypt.
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Now then, stand here, because | am going to confront you
with evidence before the LORD as to all the righteous acts
performed by the LORD for you and your ancestors.
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“After Jacob entered Egypt, they cried to the LORD for

help, and the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who brought
your ancestors out of Egypt and settled them in this place.
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“But they forgot the LORD their God; so he sold them into the
hand of Sisera, the commander of the army of Hazor, and into

the hands of the Philistines and the king of Moab, who fought
against them.
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They cried out to the LORD and said, ‘We have sinned; we have
forsaken the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtoreths. But

now deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve
you.’
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Then the LORD sent Jerub-Baal, Barak, Jephthah and Samuel,

and he delivered you from the hands of your enemies all around
you, so that you lived in safety.
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“But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was

moving against you, you said to me, ‘No, we want a king to rule
over us'—even though the LORD your God was your king.
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Now here is the king you have chosen, the one you asked
for; see, the LORD has set a king over you.
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If you fear the LORD and serve and obey him and do not

rebel against his commands, and if both you and the king
who reigns over you follow the LORD your God—good!
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But if you do not obey the LORD, and if you rebel against

his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was
against your ancestors.
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“Now then, stand still and see this great thing the LORD is
about to do before your eyes!
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Is it not wheat harvest now? | will call on the LORD to send
thunder and rain. And you will realize what an evil thing

you did in the eyes of the LORD when you asked for a
king.”
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Then Samuel called on the LORD, and that same day the LORD

sent thunder and rain. So all the people stood in awe of the LORD
and of Samuel.
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The people all said to Samuel, “Pray to the LORD your God for
your servants so that we will not die, for we have added to all our
other sins the evil of asking for a king.”
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“Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. “You have done all this evil;
yet do not turn away from the LORD, but serve the LORD with all
your heart.
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Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good,
nor can they rescue you, because they are useless.
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For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his

people, because the LORD was pleased to make you his
own.
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As for me, far be it from me that | should sin against the

LORD by failing to pray for you. And | will teach you the
way that is good and right.
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But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with

all your heart; consider what great things he has done for
you.
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Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will
perish.”
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One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.

Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked
him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
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When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to

him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from
then on no one dared ask him any more questions.
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Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he asked,

“Why do the teachers of the law say that the Messiah is the
son of David?
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Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’
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David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared:"The
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Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until | put your QEO| LS J|EE M O LA
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no enemies under your feet.”” AOJOBAICHD ZTHHAILITF?
commandment greater than these.”
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David himself calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his
son?” The large crowd listened to him with delight.

“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying
that God is one and there is no other but him.
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To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and
with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is
78 more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 79
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When the ark of the LORD had been in Philistine
territory seven months,
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the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners
and said, “What shall we do with the ark of the
LORD? Tell us how we should send it back to its
place.”
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They answered, “If you return the ark of the god of
Israel, do not send it back to him without a gift; by all
means send a guilt offering to him. Then you will be

healed, and you will know why his hand has not been
lifted from you.”
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The Philistines asked, “What guilt offering should we
send to him?"They replied, “Five gold tumors and five
gold rats, according to the number of the Philistine

rulers, because the same plague has struck both you
and your rulers.
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Make models of the tumors and of the rats that are
destroying the country, and give glory to Israel’s god.
Perhaps he will lift his hand from you and your gods
and your land.
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Why do you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and
Pharaoh did? When Israel’s god dealt harshly with

them, did they not send the Israelites out so they
could go on their way?

-

22 M =3|Z StLF 2510 HollS O
Of EX| OFLISH & Lt= A & O12|E Z0iCt
7b 200 £IE MR 3 A0S H|of
EHo= s3EUn

“Now then, get a new cart ready, with two cows that
have calved and have never been yoked. Hitch the

cows to the cart, but take their calves away and pen
them up.
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Take the ark of the LORD and put it on the cart, and
in a chest beside it put the gold objects you are
sending back to him as a guilt offering. Send it on its
way,
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but keep watching it. If it goes up to its own territory,
toward Beth Shemesh, then the LORD has brought
this great disaster on us. But if it does not, then we
will know that it was not his hand that struck us but
that it happened to us by chance.”
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So they did this. They took two such cows and
hitched them to the cart and penned up their calves.
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They placed the ark of the LORD on the cart and

along with it the chest containing the gold rats and
the models of the tumors.
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Then the cows went straight up toward Beth
Shemesh, keeping on the road and lowing all the
way; they did not turn to the right or to the left. The
rulers of the Philistines followed them as far as the
border of Beth Shemesh.
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Now the people of Beth Shemesh were harvesting

their wheat in the valley, and when they looked up
and saw the ark, they rejoiced at the sight.
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The cart came to the field of Joshua of Beth

Shemesh, and there it stopped beside a large rock.

The people chopped up the wood of the cart and
sacrificed the cows as a burnt offering to the LORD.
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The Levites took down the ark of the LORD, together
with the chest containing the gold objects, and
placed them on the large rock. On that day the

people of Beth Shemesh offered burnt offerings and
made sacrifices to the LORD.
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The five rulers of the Philistines saw all this and then
returned that same day to Ekron.
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These are the gold tumors the Philistines sent as a

guilt offering to the LORD—one each for Ashdod,
Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron.
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And the number of the gold rats was according to
the number of Philistine towns belonging to the
five rulers—the fortified towns with their country
villages. The large rock on which the Levites set the

ark of the LORD is a witness to this day in the field of
Joshua of Beth Shemesh.
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But God struck down some of the inhabitants of
Beth Shemesh, putting seventy of them to death
because they looked into the ark of the LORD. The

people mourned because of the heavy blow the
LORD had dealt them.
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And the people of Beth Shemesh asked, “Who can

stand in the presence of the LORD, this holy God? To
whom will the ark go up from here?”
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Then they sent messengers to the people of Kiriath
Jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the
ark of the LORD. Come down and take it up to your
town.”
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So the men of Kiriath Jearim came and took up
the ark of the LORD. They brought it to Abinadab’s

house on the hill and consecrated Eleazar his son to
guard the ark of the LORD.
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The ark remained at Kiriath Jearim a long time—
twenty years in all.Then all the people of Israel
turned back to the LORD.
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